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ANSWERS. 

129 (1911). CAPITAL SH;IPs.-The cor
respondence as to the exact meaning 
of this term has been interesting, rather 
than decisive. Originally, in July, Igii, 
J. S. C. asked for the authority for its 
use in the 17th century for ships ·' fit to 
lie in the line, c~.nd for the date when 
it began to be used for three deckers 
only. The instances given in the fol
lowing month tended to show that 
towards the end of the 18th century it 
meant line-of-battle ships, but Knowles' 
letter of 1745 mentioned in October 
certainly used it as meaning three
deckers only. Next month, November, 
I9II, Pepys' use of the word was noticed, 
and in January, 1912, J. S. C. took this 
as an additional reason for doubting 
'' that the term ' capital ship ' ever 
included all ships ' fit to lie in the line.' " 

After a long pause I raised the subject 
again in our first post-War issue, aJ!.d 
pointed out that Pepys evidently used 
it as an equivalent for large ships. In 
the following month Mr. Wood showed 
that Baston in 1720 applied it to three
deckers only. So far J. S. C.'s doubts 
seemed justified, but now I am in a 
position to give an instance dating 
from 1691, where the term does appear 
to be used in just the sense which he 
considered improbable. 

In the first volume of Sergison's 
'• Lists of Ships in Sea Pay " (1688-
1695) there is found a contemporary 
printed list of the Anglo-Dutch ffeet 
for 1691. The English squadrons include 
5 1st rates, 11 2nd rates, 32 3rd rates, 
and 8 42 rates (of 50 guns) and are 
summarised as : '' In all 56 capital 
ships."-R. C. ANDERSON. 

60 (1913). WAITEs.-! should like 
to assure Mr. Manwaring that his extract 
from the writings of Lev von Rozmital's 
secretary, alleging a custom in the port 
of Sandwich, in 1466, of crying the 
direction of the wind at night for the 
convenience of merchants and mariners, 
merely filled me with a pleasant desire 
for examination of the evidence. Maybe 
a certain liveliness that reprehensibly 
crept into the expression of that want 
obscured my motive ; for Mr. Manwaring 
in reply, says that " interesting details 

of the English fleet in 1466 " also rest 
upon the authority of the Baron von 
Rozmital's secretary, as though it were 
unchallenged. My point is that the 
testimony of tr.is unnamed scribe, 
writing we do not know exactly when, 
but done into Latin (Mr. Manwaring 
speaks of the 1577 edition of him as 
" translated]") more than a century 
after the events of which he speaks, is 
on the face of it unsatisfying. It is 
q.uite likely that Mr. Manwaring, who 
1s doubtless aware of the elementary 
rule that he who asserts must prove, 
will easily be able to establish the 
credibility of his witness. Meanwhile 
I may perhaps mention, without con
fusing the main issue, that there is 
printed in William Boys' " Collections 
for a History of Sandwich," an early 
fourteenth century customal of that 
borough, in which the duties of the 
common sergeant or wardman and the 
15 watchmen under him are set out in 
considerable detail. As we should ex
pect, the watch is chiefly concerned 
with the prevention of thefts and fires, 
and not at all with the wind or weather. 
But the document, so far as relevant, 
is wholly inconclusive ; for, apart from 
its date, the persons who, according 
to the Baron von Rozmital's secretary, 
did the trumpeting may not have been 
the town watch at all.-W. S. 

15. BoNE.-This word was in com
mon use among seamen in the early 
" fifties " of the nineteenth century, 
and was merely what was supposed 
to be a less brutal way of saying "steal." 
-C. A. G. B. 
[ In the answer to this query on page 94 

the last word ;should= be peculation.
En.] 

16. PRAM.-ln the Brit. Mus. MS. 
Sloane 2450, of the year 1588, is recorded 
the ''bier of. a pram.'' She was '• a 
Ionge pramme of Ageslote in Holland." 
Her owner was one Derick Burte. She 
was employed to carry spars from Lon
don to Chatham, and was evidently 
something larger than an open boat.
A. M. 

17. JACK AT THE FORE.-Being on 
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I 58 ANSWERS, 

leave I am unable definitely to quote 
any service instructions, but I am none 
the less certain that reference to the 
Devonport or any other port order 
book will produce the order for flying 
this signal. The practice is not universal 
and as far as I know is only carried 
out in harbours where there are a large 
number of vessels. Its purpose as a 
signal is of course to indicate to the 
rest of the ships assembled what is 
happening to the ship flying it. It is 
some time since I have served in home 
waters, but I think I am right in saying 
that in some commands the pilot Jack 
is used and not an ordinary Jack.
H. R. H. V. 

17. }ACK AT THE FORE.-The appen
dixto The Channel Pilot, Part I. (ed. 7. 
1886) gives (p. 314) the regulation, 
'• When any of. Her Majesty's ships, or 
other vessel in charge of one of Her 
Majesty's officers, about to pass between 
Hamoaze and the Sound, ·hoists the 
Union Jack at the fore top gallant 
masthead, all other of Her Majesty's 
ships present in the port shall hoist 

the pilot Jack as a general warning, 
and the pilot Jackwill also be hoisted 
on the flagstaff at Mount Wise for the 
same purpose ; and all other vessels, 
craft, and boats, of every description, 
under way in Hamoaze or in the narrow 
waters of the Sound shall keep out of 
the way of the said ship :fl,ying the Union 
Jack ; provided always that the said 
ship shall be navigated with due care, 
and at a moderate speed ; and that she 
shall, so far as is practicable, be kept 
on the side of the fairway which lies 
on her own starboard side." The same 
regulation is in force at Portsmouth 
Harbour, where H.M.S. V1'ctory and the 
dockyard Tower should be substituted 
for Mount Wise. This or similar regu
lation is probably an old one in view 
of the constricted entrance to both 
harbours. It is a pretty sight to see 
many masts simultaneously bl~ssom 
out with the pilot Jack (in all rigged 
~hips it is hoisted at the fore). Speaking 
strictlv, E. A. Dingley and the official 
regulation are of course wrong in referring 
to the Union Flag-at the mast head as 
a Jack.-H. H. B. 

QUERIES. 
23. Voucx.-" A French vessel 

having taken, under Maltese colours, a 
Turkish volick with some persons of note 
on board . . . an English privateer 
. . . saw them and their vessel safe 
to Candia." The above occurs in the 
Gentleman's Magazine, 1744. Is volick 
merely a form· of felucca ? Jal gives 
volyg as the Turkish name of a coaster 
used more by Greeks than by Turks, 
broad-built and with a very high fiat 
stern, carrying a single lateen sail ; per
haps the name is still in use.-R. M. N. 

24. ScoTs ADMIRALTY CouRT RE
coRns.-It is said that the records of the 
Scottish Court of Admiralty were brought 
to London under Cromwell's administra
tion and lost at sea whilst being returned 
to Scotland at or shortly after the Res
toration. Assuming that they were being 
sent back in a man-of-war, is there any 
record extant of the loss of such a ship 
which, having regard to time and place, 
might possibly have had them on board ? 
-W.'S. 

25. TYPES OF VESSELs.-Will some-

one give references in literature to 
Bugalet (is this related to Bugalo, Bugalilo, 
Bugalla, etc., which I know?), Hilterlynge, 
Hokebos (a plural ?), Klipper-aak, Mum
ble-bee, Tilt-boat, Trinker-boat, Tr11ckle 
(coracle).-H. H. B. 

28. REGISTRATION OF FISHIHG VES
SELS.-When were fishing vessels first 
compelled to have distinguishing letters 
and numbers painted on hull and sails, 
and what country first adopted these ?
R. STUART BRUCE. 

'J!I. PYKKERT.-In the " Accounts of 
the Lord High Treasurer of Scotland, 
1473-98 " (Dickson, 1877),' page 378, 
under date, 1497, there appears an 
account of repairs to "the Lord Kenny
deis pykkert." Mr. Dickson calls a 
pykkert, " a small ship," but does not go 
further into the matter. She had sails, 
as amongst the repairs charged against the 
King- of Scotland were : · 

" Item : for threid to sow the sale" 
rith 

" Item : for saill nedillis 
ij. s. 

.. xij. d. 
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